ACME SPORTS MEDICINE

TO:

MANAGED CARE PROGRAM FACILITATORS

FROM:
JANE DOE, PROVIDER RELATIONS SPECIALIST

DATE:

April 07, 2002

SUBJECT:
REIMBURSEMENT FOR LICENSED ATHLETIC TRAINING 

REHABILITATION SERVICES

Reference:
Wisconsin Medical Practice Act – Chapter 448

I am writing to share information with you to assist you in determining whether your insurance program will reimburse services provided by a Licensed Athletic Trainer in the clinical, industrial and school setting. Historically, a Licensed Physical Therapist and/or Occupational Therapist have performed these services.  Recent changes to the Wisconsin Medical Practice Act
 have included the Licensed Athletic Trainer as a recognized provider of rehabilitation services that includes the athletic and/or recreational population and the industrial patient.
Under the current CPT guidelines, a practitioner may provide services if they are licensed in the state of Wisconsin and use the following CPT code(s)
.

“From a CPT coding perspective, the codes in CPT are generally for use by any qualified physician.  There are a number of codes, however, that may be used by non-physicians as well (eg, Physical Medicine services).  The term “provider”, as found in the Physical Medicine section of CPT, is a general term used to define the individual performing the service described by the code.  The provider may be anyone who is state-licensed to perform the service.  Thus, in the Physical Medicine section, the provider is not required to be a physician, but may be a physical therapist or other state-licensed health professional qualified to perform the service described by the CPT code.  Additionally, the term “therapist” is not intended to denote any specific practice or specialty field.”

Under the current Wisconsin Practice Act pertaining to Certified/Licensed Athletic Trainers, the following practice requirements apply:

 WPA 448.956 Practice Requirements 

(1) (a) “A licensee may engage in athletic training only in accordance with an evaluation and treatment protocol that is established by the athletic trainer and approved by the consulting physician.” 

(3) “When working on behalf of his or her primary employer, a licensee may, in accordance with a protocol established under sub. (1) (a), do all the following:

(a) Treat and rehabilitate an athletic injury using cold, heat, light, sound, electricity, exercise, chemicals or mechanical devices. 

(b) Evaluate and treat a person for an athletic injury that has not previously been diagnosed.

(c) Treat or rehabilitate an employee of the primary employer with an injury that is identical to an athletic injury and that has resulted from an occupational activity as directed, supervised and inspected by a physician, as defined in s. 448.01 (5), or by a person licensed under s. 446.02, who has the power to direct, decide and oversee the implementation of the treatment or rehabilitation.

Outcome assessment studies demonstrate that clients receiving Athletic Trainer Services produce excellent overall outcomes, with the best results in functional outcomes (such as sport, recreation, wellness, and work-related activities) and physical outcomes (such as range of motion, pain relief, etc.).  Athletic trainers are effective in treating injuries throughout the body and athletic trainers’ provide cost effective therapy/physical rehabilitation because recovery duration is typically shorter and the number of treatments is typically lower
.

The following are CPT Codes used by Licensed Athletic Trainers when billing for athletic training services in the clinical, industrial or school setting:

· 97005

ATHLETIC TRAINER EVALUATION 

· 97006

ATHLETIC TRAINER REEVALUATION 

· 97750

PHYSICAL PERFORMANCE TEST (EACH 15 MIN.)

· 97110

THERAPEUTIC EXERCISE (EACH 15 MIN.)

· 97112

NEUROMUSCULAR REEDUCATION (EACH 15 MIN.)

· 97116

GAIT TRAINING (EACH 15 MIN.)

· 97124

MASSAGE (EACH 15 MIN.)

· 97140

MANUAL THERAPY (EACH 15 MIN.)

· 97530

BODY MECHANICS (EACH 15 MIN.)

· 97032

ELECTRICAL STIMULATION (EACH 15 MIN.) 

· 97033

IONTOPHORESIS (EACH 15 MIN.) 

· 97035 

ULTRASOUND (EACH 15 MIN.)

I am requesting clarification as to whether your company will reimburse charges for Athletic Training Rehabilitation services billed in accordance with CPT codes and the Wisconsin Medical Practice Act.

Please respond to this request by completing the “Verification of Benefits Form for Athletic Training Rehabilitation Services” and returning it to me via email, fax (262-656-9876) or mail by April 19, 2002. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  Please feel free to contact Joe Doeat 262-515-9876 our Director of Rehabilitation Services or me at 262-515-1234 if you have any questions.

ACME SPORTS MEDICINE
VERTIFICATION OF BENEFITS FORM

FOR 

ATHLETIC TRAINING 

REHABILITATION SERVICES

DATE:

 
April 07, 2002

COMPANY NAME: 
Acme Sports Medicine

CONTACT PERSON:
Jane Doe

PHONE NUMBER:

262-515-1234

EMAIL:


janedoe@acmesm.org
ADDRESS:


123 Main Street





Anywhere, WI 54321-5432
Please check one.


Yes, our insurance company will reimburse charges for Athletic Training Rehabilitation Services billed in accordance with CPT codes and the Wisconsin Medical Practice Act.




No, our insurance company will not reimburse charges for Athletic Training Rehabilitation Services.   
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Company




Title





Date
c:
Business Office
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